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District Judge Doug Harpool was awarded the Law Enforcement 

Commendation and Medal by the Missouri Society of the Sons of the 

American Revolution (SAR) during their annual State of Missouri 

Convention on April 24, 2021. 

 

The Law Enforcement Commendation and Medal is one of SARôs top 

awards and is awarded yearly to one individual in the State of 

Missouri.  The award is presented to those who have served with 

distinction and devotion in the field of law enforcement and is intended 

to recognize exceptional service or accomplishment in the field. 

Eligibility extends to the entire range of individuals who make and 
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enforce the law, including peace officers, attorneys, judges, prosecutors, and legislators.  Recipients are 

recognized for having performed an exceptional act or service.  Though it is considered an annual award, it is 

not always awarded due to the level of service expected of the recipients.   

  

According to SAR President J. Howard Fisk, who made the initial nomination, Judge Harpool was honored 

with this prestigious accolade due to his excellent and storied career in legislation and in the law.  His 

dedication to the law has made him an exemplary member of the bar of Southwest Missouri and the State of 

Missouri due to his performance on the bench, previous work in legislation, and his extraordinary dedication to 

the courtôs naturalization ceremonies. 

 

Deeply and humbly honored to receive the award, the Judge stated that democracy is still an experimental 

form of government, and we must keep working to make it better by improving and changing laws.  He 

mentioned how too many of us forget how special it is to live in a country of laws and thatôs what makes our 

country so special. 

 

Viewing Naturalization Ceremonies as a special opportunity and one of his favorite parts of being a United 

States Judge,  Harpool said, ñit is always special to see the glow in the eyes of the new citizens and to see 

how excited they are because many of them lived in a society not based on laws, and they see the opportunity 

the United States presents.ò  Every ceremony reminds him of the opportunity he has, and it concerns him that 

so many of us take for granted the wonderful privileges we have.  He hopes we never lose sight of our need to 

bring in new citizens and open our borders legally as the laws require.  Mentioning that new citizens are 

extremely dedicated individuals who have worked hard to comply with the law, Harpool supports the need to 

continue to welcome new citizensô talents and excitement. 

 

Showing his appreciation for SAR, the Judge stated that he is especially happy with his relationship with the 

organization and greatly appreciates how they help celebrate our new citizens and truly try to make each 

Naturalization Ceremony a celebration:  ñIt is as exciting for me and our country to have them here as it is for 

them to get to be here because they revitalize us and remind us of what an incredible privilege it is to live in 

this country.  So long as I am in this position, Iôll fight to see that our laws are respected, and implemented 

fairly. The more that we respect the way we implement the law, the more likely we can assure that the citizens 

will be able to respect our courts.ò 
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The annual ICON Awards from Missouri Lawyers Media celebrates and honors career 

achievements by recognizing lawyers for their exceptional and lengthy contributions and 

service to the profession and to the community.  Read the full article about this yearõs 

recipient, our very own Senior District Judge Fernando J. Gaitan, Jr. 
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https://molawyersmedia.com/2021/08/23/icon-awards-2021-hon-fernando-gaitan-jr-senior-judge-u-s-district-court-for-the-western-district-of-missouri/




https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/clerkships-remain-largely-white-can-law-students-color-shake-status-n1272973


https://www.mow.uscourts.gov/outreach


https://www.mow.uscourts.gov/district-court-opinions
https://www.mow.uscourts.gov/bankruptcy/opinions
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/uscourts/bankruptcy/mowb/%7B%22pageSize%22%3A%22100%22%2C%22offset%22%3A%220%22%7D


https://www.mow.uscourts.gov/bankruptcy/attorneys






https://ww2.eventrebels.com/er/EventHomePage/CustomPage.jsp?ActivityID=37607&ItemID=125287

